
CLEANUP AND~ CRClER NO. 88-1

AlZA CXJ.RroRATICN am.
STANFORD UNIVERSI'lY
1454 Page Mill Road
Palo Alto, santa Clara CD.mty

FIllDINGS

1. Alza o:n:poration has leased prcperty located in the stanford Research
Park at 1454 Page Mill Road fran stanford university since 1972. Alza
Cbrporation subleased this prcperty to Dynapol until 1981 or 1982.
Alza Cbrporation also subleased the prcperty to DYNAX concurrently am.
subsequently to Dynapol. Alza Cbrporation has occupied the prcperty
over awraximately the past two years.

2. Alza CbrpoLation clet:enni.ne:l in Febnmy 1987 that groondwater beneath
the 1454 Page Mill Road site contained high levels of dllorofonn based
on the analytical results of sanplirq a roonitorirq well that they had
voluntarily installed. Foor m:mths after ootainirq this infonnation,
Alza Cbrporation informed staff of the Regional Board on June 29, 1987
that a release has occurred.

3. Alza has installed five roonitorirq wells aro. two vadose zone, soil gas,
extraction wells at the site. Foor of the roonitorirq wells are located
in the first water-bearirq zone awroximately 30 to 50 feet belCM the
gram:i surface aro. one is located 75 to 85 feet belCM the gram:i
surface in the secorrl water-bearirq zone.

4. CClrY:::entratioos of dllorofonn have been detected at up to 1900 ugjl aro.
concentratioos of cartxm tetradlloride have been detected at up to 77
ugjl in one of the shallCM roonitorirq wells. '1lle groondwater gradient
in the area is relatively flat arrl the direction of groondwater flCM
in the first water-bearirq zone reportedly varies fran oorth to east.

5. '1lle source of volatile organic c:hernicals appears to have resulted from
spillage fran the fonner tenants' chemical storage area near Mldin;J R
(Figure 1). Spilled chemicals are belieVed by Alza Cbrporation to have
run off of the paved area of the fonner chemical storage area onto
unpaved soils. A shallCM soil sanple CXlllected in this area contained
520 ug/kg dllorofonn, 250 ugjkg carbon tetrachloride, arrl 130 ugjkg
l,l-dichloroethene. Alza reports that they have never stored these
c:hernicals in this area.

6. '!he history of dlemi.cal storage, usage arrl harxllirq at the site is
poorly \.ln1erstood. On December 30, 1987, Alza Cbrporation agreed to
supply the Regional Board staff with infonnation needed to contact
their prevdous tenants so that chemical use infonnation ClC'.lld be
S\Wlied. Alza Cbrporation failed to su1:!nit infonnation by January
4, 1988 on their c:hernical use history at the site as required by a
Regional Board staff letter dated November 3, 1987 which cited section
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